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Minimal Incision in Cochlear Implant

News from the Society..........

MSOA Meetings

8th International Congress of the Mediterranean Society of Otology and Audiology will be performed
in Dubrovnik � Croatia during 17-21 May 2006. There will be instructional courses, invited lectures, pa-
nels formed by distinguished speakers from Mediterranean Countries as well as other European Countries
and United States. Free papers will also be accepted for oral presentations. 

Instructional Courses:
M. Sanna - Paraganglioma surgery M. Gjuric - Vestibular schwannoma treatment
M. Hamid - Vertigo. Clinical Evaluation &  Treatment M. Tos - Cartilage tympanoplasty

Invited lectures by: SR Wullstein and J. Sade

Panels and moderators:
Genetics: A. Martini Implantable Middle Ear Hearing Aids - F. àWengen
Imaging: Which technique & when?- L. Sennaroglu Secretory otitis media - O. Deguine 
Stapes surgery: personal preferences- A.M. Poletti Vestibular assessment -  M. Amadori 
Advances in Assessment of Hearing Loss & Cholesteatoma - G. Babighian 
Communication Disorders- E. Ferekides Management of vertigo - R. Filipo 
Difficult Stapedectomies - O. N. Ozgirgin Skull base & CPA pathology - E. Garcia-Ibanez
Atresia Surgery - R. Häusler Advances in Hearing aids technology - M. Barbara
Advances in Cochlear Implantation - T. Kiratzidis Challenging cases - ask the experts - M. Sanna 
Middle ear surgery - KB Hüttenbrink Scuba Diving Medicine - �. H�zalan 
Implantation in the Obstructive Cochlea. Bilateral Facial nerve disorders - S. Yetißer
Cochlear Implantation. Brainstem implantation - Antibiotics in Otology - S. Branica
Th. Nikolopoulos Jugular Foramen Lesions - M. Gjuric 
Vestibular schwannoma management: long term Future challenges - M. Hamid
results - P. Tran-Ba-Huy 

9th International Meeting is going to be organized in Bari � Italy during 2007. The details about this me-
eting will be announced soon.

The 10th International Meeting of MSOA will be performed in Antalya during 15-20 June 2008 integra-
ted with 8th International Cholesteatoma Conference. One of the meeting rooms will be reserved for
MSOA and 8 panels will take place during the meeting on behalf of the Society. The panel topics will be
based on cochlear implants, management of vertigo, hair cell regeneration and audiology. Additionally 5
instructional courses will take place on behalf of MSOA.

Announcement: 

A prize on behalf of The Mediterranean Society of Otology and Audiology will be given to the best
research received from the Mediterranean region during the 8th International Cholesteatoma Conference.
The conditions about the submission of the extended abstracts are announced in the meeting�s website:

www.chole2008.org. We are looking forward to receive research papers for this prize.

ù
´
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A MATTER OF FEELINGS?

What is it with this love affair between otologists and that organ they cherish most?

Where does the source of total satisfaction, and dare I say, pleasure, derive from when, lying
on the operating table, they repeat after you the words you whisper to them after the tiny ti-
tanium, or the Teflon, or the stainless steel marvel of microscopic engineering hooks to that
tiny bone in the middle and is secured to that most oval of all windows?

What lies in the act of stripping off that last bit of capricious growth that clings to and emb-
races the lifeline of balance, or in snatching out that treacherous, sanguineous, pulsating
growth, alive with the beat of a heart, ominous looking behind a drumming, pearly grey veil,
to overwhelm you with the intense feeling that you have unveiled the secret of the smile of
the Mona Lisa.

Or is it the bitter-sweet tears of a mother when her child clumsily utters his first words after
you have dared penetrate deep with a magic wire into the holiest of sanctuaries inside the ear,
its snail, to bring back to life its seemingly dead entrails.

Or the tingle that rushes down your spine, sweetly tickling all your senses when you peel that
pearly grey, mysterious flake that crawls like a snake and slowly eats at the lifeline of facial
animation to paralyze the smile, deafen the ear, or whorl the head.

No doubt a love affair binds the otologist to the ear.

He loves it in sickness and in health.

He cannot stand a long separation from it.

He is eaten up by jealousy when some else "courts" it.

He marvels and passions when he talks about it.

He dreams about it.

If this is not love then what is?

Let our love for the ear grow to keep the flame of otology ever burning.

George M. Zaytoun 

MD FACS

Editorial
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MJO is a peer-reviewed, otology and audiology jour-
nal directed to an audience of physicians who are inte-
rested in both clinical and basic science. Original artic-
les in the form of clinical and basic research and and
those pertinent to scientific advances are accepted to
be published. Controversial patient discussions, com-
munications on emerging technology, and historical is-
sues will also be considered. Manuscript submission:
Only original manuscripts can be submitted. Previ-
ously published (except in the form of an abstract or a
preliminary report) articles will not be accepted. The
manuscripts must not be under consideration for publi-
cation elsewhere. Each person listed as an author sho-
uld fulfill the authorship criteria recommended by the
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors
(Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to
Biomedical Journals. http://www.icmje.org).

All manuscripts should be submitted online through
the website  (http://www.mediotol.org/mjo.htm) of
the Journal. E-mail submissions will not be accepted.

Before submitting a manuscript, the correspondent aut-
hor should subscribe to the Manuscript Follow-up
System, assigning a user name and a password to get
access to the submission page, where there are boxes
to upload all the files of the manuscript. Each indepen-
dent file (Word documents, figures, tables, etc.) should
be uploaded into a separate box. It is strongly advised
that all the files for upload be prepared before logging
in. The authors will be notified of a successful upload
at the end of the procedure. Following the review pro-
cess, the author will be informed by the same "automa-
ted system" about the result, i.e. acceptance, rejection,
or requiring revision. If revision is necessary, the aut-
hor will receive a Publishing Editor�s message and
instructions to reach the reviewers� comments. Using
the same password and the user name, the author sho-
uld log in to see the information needed for revision.
The revised manuscripts will be uploaded again follo-
wing the instructions on the website.

Ethics: When reporting experiments on human sub-
jects, indicate whether the procedures followed were in
accordance with the ethical standards of the responsib-
le committee on human experimentation (institutional

or regional) and with the Helsinki Declaration (JAMA
2000;284:3043�3049). Patient anonymity and infor-
med consent: It is the author's responsibility to ensure
that the anonymity of the patients be carefully protec-
ted and to verify that any experimental investigation
with human subjects reported in the manuscript was
performed with informed consent obtained and in ad-
herence to all the guidelines for experimental investi-
gation with human subjects required by the instituti-
on(s) with which all the authors are affiliated. For re-
cognizable photographs of patients, signed releases of
the patient or of his/her legal representative should be
enclosed; otherwise, patient names or eyes must be
blocked out to prevent identification. Copyright: As
part of submission of the manuscript, the correspon-
dent author should send a short statement declaring
that he/she accepts to undertake all the responsibility
for authorship during the submission and review stages
of the manuscript. However, at the final stage of pub-
lication, a signed statement on authorship responsibi-
lity and copyright transfer is required from all the aut-
hors. This statement should be sent to the publisher via
mail or fax. A copy of this form is at http://www.me-
diotol.org/Copyright%20form.pdf.

Preparation of the manuscript: The title page should
be sent on a separate file and should include title of the
paper, full names, highest academic degrees, and insti-
tutional affiliations of all authors. A correspondence
mailing address together with telephone number, fax
number, and e-mail address should be included. Any
footnotes referring to the title should appear on the tit-
le page. Grant information and other sources of sup-
port should also be ncluded on the Title page.

Structured abstract: A concise abstract of not more
than 250 words is required for all original clinical and
basic science contributions. Manuscripts should conta-
in several key words for indexing.

Text: Organize the manuscript into four main he-
adings: Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results,
and Discussion. Define abbreviations at first mention
in the text and in each table and figure. If a brand na-
me is cited, supply the manufacturer�s name and add-
ress (city, state/country). Acknowledge all forms of
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support, including pharmaceutical and industry sup-
port, in an Acknowledgments paragraph. References:
The authors are responsible for the accuracy of the re-
ferences. Cite the references in the text in the order of
appearance. The use of automatic numbering or foot-
notes for references in the text file of the manuscript is
strongly discouraged.

Unpublished data (papers submitted but not yet accep-
ted for publication and personal communications, inc-
luding e-mail communications) should be cited in pa-
rentheses in the text. 

Abbreviations should be kept to minimum. They sho-
uld not be used in the Abstract and should be used in
the text only if the term represented appears more than
2 times. All abbreviations used in the Tables and Figu-
res should be expanded in akey below their respective
Table/Figure. 

Generic names of drugs should be used. 

Reference format should comply with the "Uniform
requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedical
journals" (www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_require-
ments.html). All authors if six or fewer should be lis-
ted; otherwise the first six and "et al." should be writ-
ten. The style and punctuation of the references should
follow the formats outlined below: 

Journal article: Facco E, Munari M, Gallo F, Volpin
SM, Behr AU, Baratto F, et al. Role of short latency
evoked potentials in the diagnosis of brain death. Clin
Neurophysiol 2002;113:1855-66. 

Book: Nadol JB, Schuknecht HF, editors. Surgery of the
ear and temporal bone. New York: Raven Press; 1993.

Chapter in a book: Stangerup SE, Tos M. Middle ear
ventilation and pneumatization. In: Tos M, Thomsen J,
Peitersen E, editors. Cholesteatoma and mastoid sur-
gery. Amsterdam: Kugler & Ghedini; 1989. p. 251-4. 

Figures: Cite figures consecutively in the text, and
number them in the order in which they are illustrated.
Include the figure number and figure part (1a, 1b, 1c)
and an arrow to indicate the top edge of the figure. Fi-
gure legends must accompany all figures. They should
be brief and specific. Color figures: Authors who sub-
mit color figures will receive an estimate of the cost
for color reproduction. Otherwise the figures will be
converted to black and white. Tables: Group all tables
at the end of the manuscript. Cite tables consecutively
in the text, and number them in that order. Do not em-
bed tables within the body of the text.

Page proofs and corrections: The corresponding aut-
hor will receive electronic page proofs (in PDF format)
to check the copy-edited and typeset article before
publication. It is the author�s responsibility to ensure
that there are no errors in the proofs. Changes that
have been made to conform to journal style will stand
if they do not alter the authors� meaning.

Contact with the Publisher: Correspondence prior to
publication of the manuscript concerning page proofs,
authorship responsibility and copyright transfer, rep-
rint requests, and any other related material will be
directed to the publisher (Rekmay Publishing).
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Authorship 

� An "author" is generally considered to be someone who has made substan-
tive intellectual contributions to a published study, and biomedical authorship
continues to have important academic, social, and financial implications.

� Authorship credit should be based on 1) substantial contributions to con-
ception and design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of
data; 2) drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual
content; and 3) final approval of the version to be published. Authors sho-
uld meet conditions 1, 2, and 3.

� Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of the re-
search group, alone, does not justify authorship.

� All persons designated as authors should qualify for authorship, and all
those who qualify should be listed.

� Each author should have participated sufficiently in the work to take pub-
lic responsibility for appropriate portions of the content.

� The order of authorship on the byline should be a joint decision of the co-
authors. Authors should be prepared to explain the order in which authors
are listed.
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nowledged include a person who provided purely technical help, writing as-
sistance, or a department chair who provided only general support. Finan-
cial and material support should also be acknowledged.
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Conflict of Interest
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pert testimony) are the most easily identifiable conflicts of interest and the
most likely to undermine the credibility of the journal, the authors, and of
science itself. However, conflicts can occur for other reasons, such as per-
sonal relationships, academic competition, and intellectual passion. 

� All participants in the peer review and publication process must disclose
all relationships that could be viewed as presenting a potential conflict of
interest. Disclosure of these relationships is also important in connection
with editorials and review articles, because it is can be more difficult to de-
tect bias in these types of publications than in reports of original research.
Editors may use information disclosed in conflict of interest and financial in-
terest statements as a basis for editorial decisions. Editors should publish
this information if they believe it is important in judging the manuscript. 

(Reference: Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedical
journals. http://www.icmje.org)
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